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As you are probably aware, visits to working farms carry some inherent risks. This letter seeks to highlight the steps necessary to minimise the risks to visitors, both children and adults. We are, of course, always happy to discuss any concerns you may have before you consider bringing visitors to the Warriner School Farm. 

All animals naturally carry a range of micro-organisms. You may be interested to know that ruminants – cattle, sheep and goats – rely on billions of micro-organisms to break down food in the first three of their four stomachs. One of the more recent concerns on open farms has been E. coli. However, E. coli is only passed by the oral route, i.e. the organism has to get into the mouth of the visitor. The key to reducing risk by E. coli and other infections is hygiene. 

Before the visit, please make sure that all visitors
· Are aware of the hidden dangers of farms in addition to the obvious dangers of machinery and tools – if you would like to do a safety quiz before the visit we can supply some very simple but useful material.

· Stress that no eating or chewing should take place while they are wandering around the farm, and that hands must be washed before eating and at the end of the visit.

· Check that any cuts or grazes that are visible, e.g. hands or bare legs, are covered with a waterproof dressing.

· Preferably arrange to bring footwear that can be washed before leaving the farm or carried in a plastic bag away from the farm. (Remember to wash hands again if visitors come into contact with animal faeces.) 

During the visit, please make sure that all visitors
· Do not kiss the animals or allow the animals to lick them

· Do not suck their fingers or put hands, pens, pencils or crayons into their mouths

· Always wash their hands thoroughly before eating. (Ideally an adult should supervise children’s hand washing).

· Eat only in designated areas

· Do not eat any food that has fallen to the ground.

There are additional risks to pregnant women. During lambing, they are advised not to handle ewes and lambs due to the risks associated with toxoplasmosis and enzootic abortion.

Please also note that the farm staff are responsible for conducting your visit and for the health and safety of your group whilst they are on the premises.  They are not however, responsible for the conduct of your group.  Any disciplinary measures are the responsibility of the teacher in charge.  If any member of the group’s behaviour poses a health and safety risk, they will be asked to leave the farm and / or the visit may be terminated.
We do look forward to meeting you and your children and hope they will have an exciting, memorable and safe farm visit.

The farm displays a Charter of Good Practice issued by the Countryside Foundation for Education and both the site and the staff conducting visits are CEVAS accredited.

NB These notes have been taken from guidance issued by the Health and Safety Executive – Sheet AIS23 Avoiding Ill Health at open farms – Advice to farmers (with teachers’ supplement).


Warriner School Farm  Bloxham, Banbury, Oxon OX15 4LJ
     Contact: Bev James     Tel: (01295) 721471 or (01295) 720777

 Fax: 01295 721676     E-mail: farm.4007@warriner.oxon.sch.uk     Visit our website at: atschool.eduweb.co.uk/warrinerfarm      



Avoiding ill health at open farms:


Advice to teachers








Outreach Programme: Tel 01295 





-





 720777 or 721471





 








