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Visits Policy
The Warriner School Farm is a mixed 120-acre Soil Association certificated farm.  As a purpose-built educational resource, we aim to provide practical, relevant and realistic experience of farming, the rural environment and land use.  All of the grassland is organic; four of the fields are ancient ridge and furrow fields.  There are areas of both conventional and organic arable land, growing wheat, barley, peas, oil seed rape and turnips as well as grass in rotation.  There is a planted woodland area, a conservation demonstration area and various ponds and water habitats.  The farm has a full range of livestock.  Whilst we farm commercially, our policy is to maintain and enhance existing habitats and create new ones where the opportunity arises.

Much of the land is in the Countryside Stewardship Scheme.  This has enabled us to plant new hedges, coppice and lay others and improve the fencing.  Small areas have been planted with trees. In autumn 2003 we planted 6m grass and wildflower margins around most of the arable land.  Some of these margins have a mixture of plants supplying nectar and pollen, and one area is planted for the winter feeding of birds.  We have split the arable fields with beetle banks of tussocky grass to provide refuge for insects which are beneficial to the crop.  Bird boxes for a variety of species, including sparrows and barn owls have been erected around the farm.

Land Management
Hedges – managed through coppicing or laying.  Trimming then takes place on a three year rotation.
Grassland – all grassland is organic, therefore no pesticides or artificial fertilizers are used.  Low stocking densities and late hay cuts encourage ground nesting birds and allow wild flowers to set seed.

Woodland – the policy concerning the woodland area is of minimal intervention, however some felling, lopping and topping is carried out to maintain a safe environment.  Where possible, standing and felled dead wood is left in situ, to provide habitats for invertebrates, birds and small mammals. The willow trees in the wet area are pollarded on a rotation.  
Arable land – 5 acres of arable land are organic and form part of a rotation with grassland.  The other 35 acres are managed conventionally but our policy is to minimise environmental impact through fertilising and spraying only if it is required, using species specific sprays. 
Environment

Water - the farm currently operates water capture from the stable roof and the water is used for the horses and chickens.  We intend to increase this from other buildings and for it to form an integral part of the new Rural Education Centre.

Recycling – all paper is recycled, including feed sacks.  Paper towels are composted.  Although plastic silage wrap currently goes to landfill, we are researching a number of recycling schemes to find a feasible alternative.

Mileage – we endeavour to minimise food miles.  Livestock feedstuffs: where possible we use local suppliers and outlets, we also grow as much of our own ration as possible.  We use our local slaughterhouse and sell much of the meat from the farm.  Our surplus weaner piglets are sold to a local farm who fatten them and sell the meat through their own farm shop.

Habitats
Nesting boxes - we aim to provide further wildlife habitats whenever the opportunity presents itself.  Artificial nesting boxes for more species of birds and roosting sites for bats are planned for the new Rural Education Centre.
Environmental Impact of Visiting groups
Habitat - there are no particularly sensitive habitats on the farm and most recover rapidly from any damage caused by the foot traffic / interaction of visiting groups.  Areas that may be damaged by excessive foot traffic in very wet conditions are avoided at those times and alternatives routes taken.  Visitors are shown the wildflower conservation margins, but are not taken on to them unless the group is undertaking an activity such as a biodiversity workshop, and are surveying the species present, using quadrats etc.

Wildlife – we are unaware of the presence of any species that are endangered or at risk on the farm.  All visitors are briefed about the importance of replacing any animal that is being studied in its correct habitat, also to take care to put any materials such as turned logs back in their original position to avoid habitat destruction.
Children are shown how to handle animals correctly to avoid damage, particularly to delicate invertebrates, and are discouraged from keeping any animal out of its habitat for an extended period of time.
All visitors are expected to take any litter away with them, or at least to dispose of it in the bins provided around the farm.  When visiting groups eat their lunch on site, separate containers are provided for compostable waste.  A compost bin has also been placed in the outdoor classroom for visitors’ use in addition to the litter bin.

Ground damage – if there is a risk of ground damage during or after particularly wet spells, we do not take visiting groups out for tractor and trailer tours but substitute another activity.
Pollution - visitors are encouraged to car share if they are not arriving by coach.  Smoking is not permitted on any area of the site.

Education
All of our visits are educational and many of the points in this policy document are covered in the course of a standard farm tour.  We also run a programme of specific workshops covering food, farming, land use, environmental issues, sustainability, rural crafts and biodiversity in greater depth.  Working together with schools, we aim to promote children’s understanding of their food and where it comes from.
Equal Opportunities
The farm is open for pre-arranged visits to visitors of all age groups and of both sexes.  Our policy is to cater for all visitors, irrespective of their disadvantage, ethnicity, or religion, with support or special facilities being offered where necessary.  Facilities are offered to both sexes in respect of toilets, hand washing, etc.  Visits can be easily arranged to allow disadvantaged visitors the opportunity to gain as many experiences as is feasible, taking their individual problems into account.  Disabled toilet facilities are available in the main school; the new Centre for Rural Education will have disabled toilet facilities accessible from the farm yard.  Many areas of the farm and a wide range of livestock are wheelchair/pushchair accessible in all weathers, although some of the fields present problems during and following wet spells.
Health and Safety

The farm has a comprehensive health and safety code which is available on request.  It is included in our information pack and is provided to all group leaders at their pre-visit.
